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CONFIDENTIAL BONN 05717 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PGOV, WB, GW, UR, US, UK, FR 

SUBJECT: FEBRUARY 27 SOVIET PROTEST ON EXTENSION TO 
BERLIN OF FRG LAW ON INNER-GERMAN LEGAL 
ASSISTANCE 

REF: A) USBER 383; B ) MOSCOW 2705 

SUMMARY: BONN GROUP HAS AGREED AD REF ON TEXT OF REPLY 
TO SOVIET DEMARCHE OF FEB 27 ON AMENDMENT TO 1953 LAW ON 
INNER-GERMAN LEGAL ASSISTANCE. RECOMMEND DEPARTMENT 
AGREE TO TEXT GIVEN BELOW. END SUMMARY. 

1. BONN GROUP AT APRIL 8 MEETING AGREED AD REF TO TEXT 
OF REPLY TO SOVIET DEMARCHE. RECOMMENDED REPLY SIMPLY 
RECALLS AND CONFIRMS ALLIED REPLY OF NOV 26, 1974 TO 
FIRST SOVIET COMMUNICATION ON THIS SUBJECT (OF OCT 25, 

1974), BRIEFLY RESTATES ALLIED POSITION, AND IN NON- 
POLEMICAL WAY BRIEFLY ADDRESSES ONLY NEW SOVIET POINT IN 
FEBRUARY STATEMENT, THAT ALLIES (AND FRG) GUILTY OF NOT 
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ARE NECESSITATED BY QA. BONN GROUP REPS OF VIEW THAT 
LENGTHY RESTATEMENT OF POINTS CONTAINED IN ALLIED REPLY 
OF NOV 27, 1974 (WHICH WAS FULL EXPOSITION OF ALLIED 
POSITION) OF NO PARTICULAR VALUE. TEXT GIVEN BELOW. 

WHICH IS A CLEAR AFFIRMATION OF ALLIED POSITION, WOULD 
SEEM ALSO TO HAVE VALUE OF OFFERING BEST CHANCE TO TURN 
OFF DIALOGUE WITH SOVIETS ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

1 . WITH REFERENCE TO THE ORAL COMMUNICATION BY 

A REPRESENTATIVE OF THE MFA ON FEBRUARY 27, 1975, 1 HAVE 
BREN INSTRUCTED TO RECALL AND CONFIRM THE TERMS OF THE 
AMERICAN COMMUNICATION OF NOVEMBER 27, 1974. IT IS THE 
POSITION OF THE THREE POWERS THAT THE BUNDESGERICHTSHOF, 

IN CONTINUING TO EXERCISE ITS COMPETENCE WITH RESPECT TO 
BERLIN AS SET OUT IN THE NOVEMBER COMMUNICATION REFERRED 
TO ABOVE, DOES NOT PERFORM ACTS IN EXERCISE OF DIRECT 
STATE AUTHORITY OVER THE WSB AND THE EXERCISE OF THIS 
COMPETENCE IS THUS FULLY CONSISTENT WITH THE QA OF 
SEPTEMBER 3, 1971. 

2. I AM ALSO INSTRUCTED TO STATE THAT THE 
AMERICAN AUTHORITIES, LIKE THOSE OF THE SOVIET UNION, 

ATTACH GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE STRICT OBSERVANCE AND FULL 
APPLICATION OF THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT. FOR THEIR 
PART, THEY WILL CONTINUE TO EXERCISE THEIR RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES IN SUCH A WAY AS TO ENSURE THAT THE PROVISIONS OF 

THE QUADRIPARTITE AGREEMENT ARE FULLY COMPLIED WITH. 

END TEXT. 

3. ACTION REQUESTED: DEPARTMENT APPROVAL OF TEXT FOR 
DELIVERY BY EMBASSY MOSCOW IN ACCORDANCE WITH USUAL 
PRACTICE AT SAME LEVEL DEMARCHE WAS MADE OR AT LOWER 
LEVEL. 
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